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Inspection date: 31 May 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive at the setting happy and full of enthusiasm. They are warmly 
welcomed into the setting with their parents, who discuss handover information 
with the child's key person. Leaders have planned an effective curriculum across 
the three rooms, carefully considering the different stages of the children and their 
interests. The curriculum supports all areas of children's development. For example, 
children learn to make marks in the shape of butterflies and manipulate play dough 
to make individual caterpillars. In addition, staff successfully released butterflies 
into the garden that have been nurtured from caterpillars.

There is an effective key-person system that means staff know their key children 
and families well. They talk with confidence about what the children know and 
what they need to learn next to prepare them for the transition to the next stage of 
their education. Children show high levels of independence as they make choices in 
their play, wash their hands independently in the classroom sinks and self-serve 
their food at lunchtime. Babies thrive in their learning environment and particularly 
enjoy singing time. Staff use visual prompts, such as hand gestures and signs, to 
help children recognise when it is their turn. Staff understand some babies are less 
mobile and maximise their environment by carefully tuning in to the children's non-
verbal cues and babbles.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff provide an inviting environment for children and consider children's 
interests when planning learning experiences. Staff promote children's early 
mathematical skills well. They count to three with babies, using their fingers to 
accompany songs. Staff plan exciting activities that help older children to 
recognise numerals. For example, children have great fun building a height chart 
with tape and talking about the numbers.

n Staff use assessments well to monitor children's progress and next steps. Staff 
support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities well. Staff 
work together with the special educational needs coordinator to address 
identified emerging gaps in children's development. As a result, all children make 
good progress.

n Partnerships with parents are good. Parents report the setting has been 
invaluable in supporting their children. Staff are always on hand to support 
parents or answer questions, should the need arise. Parents compliment staff on 
how well their children settle and build attachments with the staff who care for 
them. This helps to ensure that parents feel comfortable leaving their children.

n Children successfully develop their communication and language skills. Staff use 
approaches such as singing and role play to introduce new words. Children 
happily and confidently join in and repeat new words in songs, which helps to 
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extend their vocabulary. For example, babies sing the name of the toy animal 
that is found in the 'what's in the box' activity.

n The leaders support staff extremely well. They meet with staff regularly to 
conduct supervision sessions and to check on their well-being and workload. 
Staff work well together and value and respect each other. Staff comment on the 
strong sense of teamwork and feeling valued by leaders. New staff go through 
robust vetting and induction procedures during recruitment to check their 
suitability and help them fulfil their roles.

n Leaders employ capable room leaders for the three rooms at the setting. The 
room leaders plan and support the implementation of curriculums within their 
rooms that meet children's needs well. Room leaders help other staff to meet 
the changing interests of the children to build on what children already know 
and can do.

n Staff supervise children well. They seamlessly move between the rooms to 
provide cover at key times without disrupting the continuity of care. Staff ensure 
that the correct number of adults are available to help children learn and stay 
safe while in the large outdoor area. Staff are passionate about using the natural 
area to help children learn a range of skills. For example, children learned how 
many scoops of soil filled a jar of 'mud bolognese' and told the inspector all 
about the caterpillars eating the leaves. Therefore, children are becoming 
inquisitive learners.

n Overall, children show lovely attitudes to learning. Babies show impressive levels 
of patience and turn-taking when playing in the water tray. They enjoy using 
their fine motor skills to squeeze pipettes of water into containers. Older children 
concentrate intently as they carefully fill and empty containers in the water area. 
However, staff do not always implement the curriculum effectively during group 
activities. Consequently, during these times, some children do not fully engage 
and can become distracted.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to plan and implement the curriculum effectively during group time 
to help children remain focused and engaged in learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 316757

Local authority Bury

Inspection number 10339280

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 68

Number of children on roll 65

Name of registered person Creche-N-Co Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905979

Telephone number 0161 778 3613

Date of previous inspection 9 July 2018

Information about this early years setting

Fairfields Private Day Nursery registered in 1995 and is one of five settings 
operated by Creche-N-Co Ltd. The nursery employs 13 members of childcare staff. 
Of these, nine hold appropriate qualifications at level 3 and one holds a 
qualifications at level 6. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year round, 
except for bank holidays and one week over the Christmas period. Sessions are 
from 7.30am to 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- 
and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Shaun Wilson
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

n The inspector spoke to children to find out about their time at the setting.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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